BISHAM PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING

HELD AT BISHAM ABBEY ON

MONDAY, 15th SEPTEMBER 2008  

PRESENT:
Councillors Mrs. M. Robson Brown (Chairman)



Mrs. H. Belasco, Ms M. Cooper,  


Mrs. M. Cubley and  A. Keene
Clerk:  Mr. R. Wardle

Five members of the public

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from




Councillor J. Cooke


Borough Councillor R. Kellaway

59.
PUBLIC FORUM

A resident referred to the meeting when Zoe Dixon of Sport England had attended.     Since then there had been a social event on 3rd September and the noise from loudspeakers was the worst it had ever been.     After he contacted Mrs. Dixon she had arranged for the noise level to be reduced which was done by 1.30 p.m.  The event had begun at10.0 a.m.   The Clerk was requested to write to Mrs. Dixon, to obtain information on out-of-hours telephone numbers for Bisham Abbey and to contact Berkshire College of Agriculture for an out-of-hours telephone number and to contact RBWM regarding the need for planning permission for both establishments to hold social events.

The Chairman referred to notices at the entrance to Bisham Grange “No access to Bisham Abbey” which had been put up without consultation with the Parish Council.   The resident confirmed that all except one of the occupants had been consulted and the cost of the notices had been met by Sport England.

60.
MINUTES

The Minutes of the  Meeting held on 18th August, 2008, were  approved as a correct record.

61.      MATTERS ARISING

51 – The Clerk reported that two residents had complained to Sport England about the noise from the event at Bisham Abbey on 3rd September.   
51 – The Clerk was awaiting a reply from the Highways Agency
51-  The Clerk had previously circulated information from two Conservation Contractors regarding Stubbings War Memorial.   One had suggested no action (leave well alone) the other had submitted an estimate in the sum of between £2,000 and £3,000 for general cleaning and re-pointing.  Councillor Cooper promised to discuss the matter with Stubbings Church Warden.
51 – Town Farm Access.  The Clerk had previously circulated a letter from RBWM and he  and the Chairman reported on telephone conversations with the Applicant.   It was noted that the Council had been informed by the relevant Planning Officer that the access was intended for light use of farm vehicles.    In regard to the Poplar tree, RBWM view was that it had been pollarded.
53 – Highways.   The Clerk had previously circulated a reply from RBWM on a number of issues, and sought further information on some of them. 
55 – Filming on Parish Land.    The Clerk had failed to contact the Locations Manager of the Film Company but Councillor Cooke had been paid £100 in cash for filming on Council land and use of the School Car Park.    Since no formal arrangement had been made in writing,  Members agreed that the money should be retained by the School.

55 – Councillor Belasco reported that the Philp Memorial Tree was not dead.
58 – Meeting with representatives of the Environment Agency.   The Clerk reported that he had sought the information promised by the representatives, but had been told that a review was to take place on the compensatory storage for Marlow Flood Alleviation Schemes and the information would be supplied when the review had been completed.
62.
VARIATION OF BUSINESS


Because of the absence of Councillor Keene at the beginning of the meeting, with the consent of Council, the Chairman varied the order of business.

63.
HIGHWAYS

A  Member referred to new lights at the Bull at Bisham, which was disturbing  some nearby residents and the Clerk was requested to contact the Licensee.


The Clerk was requested to contact RBWM Street Care Officer regarding the considerable amount of litter in the Parish.    He was also asked to contact the Street Care Officer (a) about the flooding occurring in Bisham Road outside Abbey Cottage whenever it rained, (b) about the raised drain cover opposite Woodall, Burchetts Green Road, (c) about flooding which regularly occurred in Hall Place Lane, and (d) to seek the provision of granite sets to stop the erosion of the grass verge on the service road outside Stubbings Church.    He was requested to inform Councillor Kellaway of these references.     


The Clerk had received notice of a Temporary Closure Order for part of the road at Marsh Meadow, Cookham, to facilitate construction works in connection with flood alleviation.


The Clerk reported on an RBWM proposal to abolish the three Hackney Carriage zones.

64.
FINANCE


(i)
Audit of Accounts for year ended 31 March 2008


The Clerk reported that the External Auditors had completed their Audit and supported the Internal Auditor’s recommendation that the Council should adopt Standing Orders and Financial Regulations.    There was also a legal requirement for annual risk assessment.   He had previously circulated model Standing Orders and Financial Regulations and documents on the procedure adopted by a local authority on risk assessment.    He circulated at the meeting a copy of Standing Orders recently adopted by a Berkshire Parish Council which could be adopted by Bisham Parish Council and suggested the preparation of a note setting out the Council’s financial procedures.       The Council had reviewed risk assessment when reviewing Council insurances.     It was agreed to consider draft Standing Orders and Financial Regulations at the next meeting and the Clerk was requested to obtain a quotation for the insurance of the pedestrian bridge between Green Lane and The Orchard.


(ii)
Accounts 

BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD




        £1439.46

EXPENDITURE

Cheques for signature

[1096] A. Keene: Renewal of Web Site




 47.00

[1097] Braywick Heath Nurseries Ltd.:







Grounds Maintenance August




277.92

[1098]  Leisure Connection Ltd.: Refreshments August


  15.00

[1099] Mazars LLP: External Audit 2007-2008



158.62

[1100]  Viking Direct: Stationery



            
219.21
[1101] Inland Revenue: September


  


  98.13
[1102] R. Wardle:
Salary September
     392.53








Expenses      
     100.00



Travel (60 @ 55.8)
       33.48

          

 526.01











         1341.89

BALANCE          



   £144.57
65,
PARISH LAND


The Clerk was requested to seek information from the Berkshire College of Agriculture regarding the cutting back of the tree and bush boundary between the Parishes of Bisham and Hurley and to seek the support of Hurley Parish Council.


Council agreed to the replacement of the notice regarding fishing at the entrance to the Slipway.

66.
PLANNING

   
APPLICATIONS
08/02031 [dated 15 August 2008] Lowater, Church Lane, Bisham, SL7 1RW

[FULL] Demolition of an unlisted house in a Conservation area.

Object.  New structure considered too big for site and unsuitable for the area.  (Request it be called in).
08/02032 [dated 15 August 2008] Lowater, Church Lane, Bisham, SL7 1RW

[FULL] Construction of a replacement detached house.

Object.  New structure considered too big for site and unsuitable for the area.  (Request it be called in).
08/02034 [dated 18 August 2008] Longridge, Quarry Wood Road, Bisham, 

SL7 1RE
[FULL] Change of use of existing Boathouse flats from C3 (residential) to C1 (boarding house) for seasonal staff accommodation.

Council concerned about the inadequate access to the site and the likely increase in the volume of traffic.
08/02110 [dated 27 August 2008] Bisham Abbey, Bisham, SL7 1RR

[FULL] Replacement of double doors to front elevation.

No objection.
08/02111 [dated 27 August 2008] Bisham Abbey, Bisham, SL7 1RR

[LISTED BUILDING] Consent to upgrade existing classroom to include opening up former doorway in external wall and provide double door, glazed screens in all openings, remove existing boiler house, new ceilings and dryline wall and provide new lighting.

No objection.
08/02192 [dated 8 September 2008] Longridge, Quarry Wood Road, Bisham, SL7 1RE

[FULL] Construction of a two storey training facility with roadway and parking.

Object.  Proposals constitute overdevelopment of site and are considered unsuitable in the flood plain.
NOTICE OF DECISION

08/01447 [dated 27 August 2008] Lee Farm, Lee Lane, Maidenhead, SL6 6PE

[FULL] Change of use of building from offices (B1) to veterinary centre (D1) with ancillary parking facilities.

08/01720 [dated 2 September 2008] Fernie Cottage, Grubwood Lane, Cookham, SL6 9UD

[FULL] Conversion of existing dormer to French windows with balcony at first floor front

08/01527 [dated 3 September 2008] 62 Temple Mill Island, Bisham, SL7 1SQ

[FULL] Replacement of glass balustrade.
NOTICE OF WITHDRAWAL

08/01544 [dated 3 July 2008] Dormers, QuarryWood Road, Cookham, 

SL6 9UA

[FULL] Alterations to existing rear dormer


The Clerk reported receipt of publication on Joint Minerals and Waste Core Strategy for Berkshire.

67.
LOCAL INVOLVEMENT NETWORK (LINK)


The Clerk reported on the invitation to join the Steering Group, the Reference Group and LINK which was noted.

68.
EAST BERKSHIRE NHS


The Clerk reported receipt of a CD on the communication Update Volume 2, Right Care, Right Place.
69.
DONATION


RESOLVED:  That no donation be made to the Air Ambulance Service.

70.
VISIT OF RBWM CHIEF EXECUTIVE


The Clerk reported that Mr. Ian Trenholm had agreed to attend the next meeting of the Parish Council on 20th October, and had asked for an indication of the topics Members would like him to address.


The following topics were suggested:-



Flood Relief Measure



Building on the Flood Plain



Development at Longridge Boating Centre



Poor maintenance of highways and delays in



undertaking work



Problems associated with Bisham Abbey and 



Berkshire College of Agriculture



Slow response to correspondence



General lack of support of Parish Councils

71.
WHITE WALTHAM AIRFIELD


Councillor Cooper reported on her attendance at a meeting of the Consultative Committee on 2nd September.


On 16th May, the wheels of a landing aircraft had collapsed and was the subject of investigation.  The pilot was unhurt.  On 6th June a passenger had collapsed when in the air and the paramedics has been called in.


Jim Beagley, an employee at the Airfield, had been killed in an accident between a light aircraft and a glider.   An air accident report would be issued.


There was no news from RBWM regarding the hanger.    Replacement Engineering Hangers were to be installed at a later date on the existing site, although the new building would be larger.


The British National Aerobatic Team based at White Waltham had come third in the Work Championships.


Disabled children and Scouts had been hosted during the summer.


The Airfield had hosted an Air Transport Auxiliary commemoration event on the September, when there had been a fly  past of Spitfire, Hurricane and Harvard.
72.
INFORMATION REPORTS


Councillor Belasco reported on the meeting with the Ambassador of Hungary which she had attended.


The Clerk reported on his attendance at a meeting of RBWM DALC.     He had asked the Association to support the inclusion on the Agenda for the Parish Conference on 16th October of Flood Prevention Measures 

The AGM of BALC was to be held at Theale on 12th November.

Councillor Keene referred to a conversation with the Chairman of the Governors of the Berkshire College of Agriculture and it was agreed that he be invited to attend a meeting of the Council.


The Meeting closed at 10.32 p.m.






Chairman…………………………….







Date…………………..
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