Bisham Parish Council
Chairman's Report for the year 2007/2008
On reviewing last year’s report recently, I was disappointed by the lack of progress that has been made on some issues during the year. Notable among these are the continuing problems caused by activities here at the Abbey. They include fireworks, noise and off-site parking. The restrictions which are in place regarding these activities are clear but it would appear that they are not always being observed. The situation of the slate fence in Temple has also not moved forward to any great extent. The attempted enforcement action by the Royal Borough of Windsor and Maidenhead failed on appeal and we seem to have reached a stalemate. The Parish Council still believes that the historic fence should be preserved, which is why we were instrumental in getting it listed, and we remain determined to find a resolution to this problem. We still do not always find it easy to get efficient responses from the Borough on a number of topics, but hope that the new Chief Executive will address this situation.
On the other hand, some good progress has been made in a number of  other areas.

The non-compliant gates at the entrance to Temple Marina were eventually removed, and our objection to the application for change of use of land at Pound Meadow, Temple, from agricultural to recreational was supported and the application was refused, as was the application for changes to the use of Apple Hill nursing home about which we have also been very concerned. We have followed with interest the change of ownership at Longridge and support developments which we believe will ensure that the centre survives and moves forward, while at the same time being careful to monitor proposals for appropriateness to the amenity of the area.  We have not so far been successful in our suggestion that Quarry Wood Hall (the “Cardboard Castle”) should be awarded Listed Building status, and we await with interest the outcome of an application for a certificate of Lawful Development at Linden Boarding Kennels in Burchetts Green which we do not believe should be granted. The total number of planning applications has decreased this year, although there are still plenty of applications for various tree works. We normally leave these to the recommendation of the Tree Officer, but have recently become concerned about the removal of significant numbers of trees in certain locations around the Parish. Although the Borough initially failed to consult the Parish Council about the application at Riverside Nurseries for plant growing shelters, we nevertheless managed to lodge an objection and it was refused, regrettably only to be allowed on appeal.
As always there has been plenty to occupy our attention regarding highways. The Vehicle Activated Sign at the southern end of Bisham Village was out of action for far too long due to an electrical fault, but is now working. Traffic monitoring was carried out in Bisham and Stubbings but we have not yet been informed of the findings. We have been told that there are no plans to alter Bisham roundabout, and rumours that traffic lights were about to appear proved groundless. The problem of racing traffic at Burchetts Green roundabout has been tackled by the installation of lane markings and cross hatching. We will see whether these have been effective when the summer evenings come. We have pointed out to the Borough that traffic is still attempting to use Hall Place Lane to access the Berkshire College of Agriculture, but they claim that the existing signage is adequate. We continue to be concerned about the quality of maintenance of some of our roads, notably Temple Lane, Winter Hill Road and Quarry Wood Road which we believe also needs a safety barrier on the bends, and our pressure on the Borough to address these issues is relentless. The Parish Council supported in principle the installation of width restrictions on both the approaches to and exits from Marlow Bridge, but we have shared the widely expressed concerns that the design of the bollards could lead to tyre damage and hope that the recent modifications will be effective.
We often have cause to comment on events happening beyond our borders, where we feel that they could have an impact within the Parish. We have challenged the Environment Agency’s assertion that the proposed flood alleviation works in Marlow will not have a detrimental effect on the Berkshire side of the river, and require a considerably more convincing response from them than we have had to date.  We are also not convinced by the Agency’s policy of no longer dredging the Thames. We objected to a planning application to create a new access into Burchetts Green Road, to the south of the village, and were pleased that the application was refused. Further afield, we are monitoring the proposal to build a waste incinerator at Knowl Hill, which is generally upwind of the Parish. We regularly attend meetings of the White Waltham Consultative Committee representing the interests of Bisham Parish. We managed to persuade Wycombe District Council to consult more widely about the proposal to create a skateboarding area in Higginson Park, but failed to convince them not to allow it, and we have commented regularly on the various proposals for the Waitrose site in Marlow.
We were obliged to renew the fencing along the front of the Orchard in Bisham which had come to the end of its life, and applied unsuccessfully for grant aid to enhance the selection of equipment in the playground. We have insisted on a higher standard of maintenance in the Orchard than we had been receiving from our contractor, and this has been effective in improving the amenity for the benefit of all. We have started to issue fishing permits to residents who wish to use the parish land next to Bisham Church.  We replaced the Sam Philp memorial tree which had succumbed to drought last year. We have carried out maintenance to our notice boards, but need to renew at least two of them this year, and this work is in hand.

Our thanks are due to Robin Cooper who has done a number of maintenance jobs for us round the Parish and we much appreciate his willing support. Thanks also to my fellow councillors; Mandy Robson Brown for deputising for me on a number of occasions and for attending many external meetings on behalf of the Parish Council, Helen Belasco for taking special responsibility for our parish land and our contributions to the Bisham Newsletter, Mary Cooper for representing us on the White Waltham Committee and many other bodies, Margaret Cubley for her work in conservation and protection of our environment, and Jim Cooke for his attendance of the Crime and Disorder Forum. Also to Bob Wardle our clerk who continues to provide our business support services so effectively.

This is my last report as Chairman as I will be stepping down in May having completed a three-year term.

Alan Keene

Chairman

April 2008

